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Zimmerman Law Offices files Class Action lawsuit against the
Cook County Sheriff for Allegedly Secretly Viewing and
Videotaping People using the Toilet
Aug 8, 2018, 10:00am EDT

PRESS CONFERENCE on AUGUST 8, 2018 t 2:00 p.m. 
Zimmermn Lw O�ces, 77 W. Wshington St., Suite 1220, Chicgo, IL 60602

CHICAGO--(BUSINESS WIRE)

Attorney Thoms Zimmermn o the Chicgo-bsed Zimmermn Lw O�ces tody �led  clss ction
lwsuit ginst Cook County Sheri� Tom Drt, nd the County o Cook, Illinois. The suit lleges the Cook
County Sheri�’s O�ce hs  policy o mndting tht its Sheri�’s deputies secretly monitor in rel time
nd video record ll pretril detinees while they use the toilets in holding cells. The video recordings cn
be viewed by Sheri�’s deputies or 30 dys.

The cse, Elizabeth Alicea, et al. v. County of Cook, et al., ws �led in the ederl U.S. District Court or the
Northern District o Illinois.

Pretril detinees re temporrily held in Cook County holding cells while they wit to see  judge to post
bil ter n rrest. Every holding cell hs  toilet, nd there re solid prtitions or dividing wlls tht
seprte the toilet re rom the rest o the holding cell so tht the person cnnot be seen by nyone else
in the cell.

However, ccording to the suit, hidden cmers instlled in the holding cells hve n unobstructed view
o the toilet nd  person’s genitls when he/she is using the toilet. The video eeds rom the holding cell
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cmers re continully monitored by Cook County Sheri�’s deputies rom  monitoring room tht is
st�ed by both mle nd emle Sheri�’s deputies who monitor ll pretril detinees—regrdless o
whether they re mle or emle—in the holding cells. The complint lleges tht ll pretril detinees re
serched prior to being plced in  holding cell, nd there re no orl or written noti�ctions tht the
people re being monitored while they re using the toilet.

According to the complint, the Sheri�’s conduct o monitoring pretril detinees when using the toilet
constitutes n unconstitutionl serch in violtion o the Fourth nd Fourteenth Amendments, nd lso
constitutes n invsion o privcy. The lwsuit seeks to hlt this secret monitoring nd compenste the
pretril detinees or their humilition nd embrrssment.

According to Thoms A. Zimmermn, Jr., counsel or the plinti�s, “Even when they re in the Sheri�’s
custody, people retin n expecttion o privcy in their nked bodies, genitls, nd bodily unctions, nd
they hve  right to prevent their nked bodies rom be viewed by members o the opposite sex.”

At the press conerence, two o the plinti�s will be present or comment, nd copies o the clss ction
lwsuit nd  photogrph o  toilet rom  holding cell cmer eed will be distributed.

View source version on businesswire.com:
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20180808005150/en/
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